
The Collect – BCP 236  Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ: who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

NEVER READ THE BIBLE 

 We Christians are a people of the Word and the Word was made flesh.  We do take our Bible 
seriously!  If there were a law against book abuse, thousands would be standing before judges 
explaining how the Christian Bible, this holy book, can be used by Jews to kill Arabs, Muslims to kill 
Christians, Christians to kill Muslims and Muslims and Christians to kill Jews.  In our own recent history, 
this holy book has been used to justify slavery, the exploitation of children, the suppression of women 
and people of any sexual persuasion other than straight.  Even as we sit here in church people in some 
other churches are hearing Bible based praise of white nationalism.  And, most of those folks have read 
the Bible and some even might be called bible thumpers.   Thumpers are doing their act to demonstrate 
their reliance on biblical truth.  I have always thought that they were really beating the Bible into 
submission.   

 I am reminded of an elderly man complaining about his church buying Spanish language bibles 
saying “if English was good enough for God it is good enough for Mexicans.”  I suspect that he had a 
view of God as an aged white man, with a white robe and long white beard, sitting on his throne, 
dictating to angelic secretaries the bible in Elizabethan English.  God might have tried the patience of 
Job, but we must try the patience of God.   

 The Old Testament:  As we all know the Bible is really a collection of books.  To make English 
teachers happy we would say that the Bible is an anthology of spiritual writings.  We often puzzle over 
the books of the Old Testament.  What is true, what is myth, what is purposeful writing to create a 
structure of power.  What would Hollywood, or Sunday School, do without Jonah and the whale, Moses 
and the Ten Commandments, or Daniel and the lion’s den?  The Old Testament stories are so much a 
part of Western civilization that they are a common literary currency.  

 We Christians have a long history of searching for precision and certitude where they are not to 
be found.  The Old Testament is not a real estate deed.  It is not a book of history and science, nor is it 
some magical volume filled with secret symbols.  It is much better and much more significant than those 
things:  The Old Testament is the fascinating tale of a primitive people searching for meaning, for an 
understanding of their place in the universe.  It is a story of how the knowledge of God was revealed to 
them bit by bit, as they became capable of understanding God, even if in some limited human way.   

 It is a story of people trying to be godly and failing and trying again and again.  It is a book of 
poetry that teases our souls with what could be.  It is a book of instruction for the young and a book 
celebrating physical love for their mothers and fathers.  It is a book full of dreams and visions.  But we 
should remember, that most of all, it is a book of human beings searching for God and doing their 
human best to establish a relationship with God that places them securely in a universe that is beyond 
understanding.  It is a book full of intrigue, lust, battles, murder.  But it is an inspiring record of the 



combined forces of God and humankind moving toward love and the ultimate redemption of humankind 
by Christ. 

 The New Testament:  And that brings us to the New Testament.   If it only consisted of the 
Gospels I would still be a Christian.  One should probably add in Acts, since it is really a continuation of 
Luke.  I see all of the other books of the New Testament as commentary and supplemental.  The need 
for study that goes beyond just reading is illustrated by Paul’s letters to the early church.  Paul was the 
apostle that I loved to hate until I began studying his writings more closely.  I especially disliked his 
support of authoritarianism and his anti women stance.  As I read more recent commentaries on Paul, I 
came to know that the very things I disliked about Paul were not written by him at all.  They were added 
many years later in an effort to buttress the power of Roman imperial government.   

 I always thought it interesting that some Christians felt it important to post the Ten 
Commandments in public places.  Why not post the Beatitudes?  Then I began to study the significance 
of the Beatitudes for Christian living.  The Ten Commandments were all negative – Jesus’ Beatitudes 
were all positive.  Studying the Bible influences the way we live in the world. The Beatitudes are not calls 
to judgment, but calls to action.   

 And so it goes throughout the New Testament.  We are fortunate to live in a Church that rests 
our faith on the three legged stool of Bible, Tradition and Reason.  When we bring tradition and reason 
to bear on the Bible we make ourselves to be a fertile field for the Holy Spirit to work in.  We begin to 
understand what a truly God inspired work the Bible is.   

 So, should we never read the Bible?  Of course not.  Read the Bible, but in the fashion 
commanded by the Book of Common Prayer:  “Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them. . .”  In other words, let us study our Scripture, not just read it.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

  


