
Text:  Revelation 21:5 Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” 

SEE, I AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW 

 I recently led the service for the burial of my brother.  Not long before he died we were talking 
about our imminent demise and I mentioned that as I scanned the obituaries in the local paper, I could 
usually find only one or two people older than myself.  My brother’s response was:  The first thing 
people will say after we die is “well, they had a long life, not realizing that we wanted a longer one still.”    
Unless one is in a great deal of physical or mental pain we Christians, who spend so much time and 
energy praising God for the promise of eternal life ,  do our best to postpone that voyage into the place 
where “death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.. .”.  

 We avoid the words death, dying, dead.  We pass-on, go home, or, today’s favorite, transition. 
My brother transitioned from being five feet eight inches and 200 plus pounds to a few pounds in a 
twelve inch urn. He always wanted to lose weight, so with his cynical humor, he would have been 
amused.  Once when he was expressing doubts about eternal life, I reminded him that the laws of 
physics said that energy may be transformed, but it is never destroyed; hence, we are all immortal at 
the atomic level!   

 When one reads the non psychological literature on death and dying, it becomes quickly 
apparent that many of us try to use science to understand life after death.  If we are really stretching our 
minds far beyond the box of tradition we might explore parallel universes or mind-travel to our own 
planet.  Oxygen starvation is advanced as the explanation for the bright light tunnel effect seen by many 
who have near death experiences.  Others produce blood oxygen records to refute that claim.  The 
science of death seems to produce a great deal of information, but very little wisdom.  That is because 
we are asking science to venture into a sphere for which it is not intended—the spiritual realm. 

 I am very pro science, both as method and as a body of knowledge.  I never do understand 
people who act as though there was some kind of conflict between belief in God and belief in science, 
its’ tools and conclusions.  Those folks have an awfully small god!  Evolution, and the human brain it 
produced, is God’s finest gift to humankind.  When we ask science to explain spiritual phenomena, we 
are, in most cases, asking it to engage in the impossible.  Imagine getting on your knees to pray for a 
vaccine and then staying on your knees, instead of going into a laboratory.  You are using a good tool, 
prayer, in the wrong context.  If you want results, get up and get busy in the lab!  

 There is another set of Christians who meticulously examine the Bible for life after death truths.  
I wish them well!  The fanciful depictions of death and life after death, in the Old Testament, are 
designed to help us ask questions about our reason for being.  They are not trying for descriptive 
accuracy, but for making teachable moments.  The New Testament is not much better.  Jesus on the 
cross tells the repentant thief that “today you will join me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43)  While latter, angels 
at the empty tomb  reminded the women that Jesus had said,” that he would be killed on a cross and in 
three days rise up.”  The book of Revelation is frequently cited as a description of the last days and the 



afterlife that follows.  Biblical scholars tells us that John is really spending most of his writing cleverly 
denouncing the Roman governing officials and reminding his followers to persevere in their worship 
even in the midst of hardship and physical uncertainly, because spiritual certainty is within their grasp. 

 Just maybe, we should look at the Gospels and try to understand the question of life after death 
from Jesus’ point of view.  Most importantly, He was not obsessed with death or life after death.  He 
spent his time healing the sick, encouraging the down trodden and feeding the poor.  Again and again he 
exhorted us to love one another and to love ourselves!  He reminded us that the Kingdom of God was 
with us in the here and now – not in some hoped for place which we would only encounter after death.  
His message is still clear:  Fill your hearts and actions with love and leave the res t to God. 

 We don’t need to inappropriately use science to try to understand life after death.  Nor do we 
need to put the burden of infallibility and literalness on the Bible in an effort to find definitiveness 
where it does not and need not exist.  In the realm of the spirit, faith has legitimacy.  What you believe 
is.  The rest leave to God as you immerse yourself in God’s love and rest firm in your faith.   Amen. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


