
The Text:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21(and from Peterson) All this comes from the God who settled the 
relationship between us and him and then called us to settle our relationships with each other. 

Grown Men Stand Mute and Women Stutter: 

 A four Letter Word Comes to Church 

One of the wonderful things about the Episcopal Church is its resilience and the hardiness of its’ 
congregations.  Gender and inclusiveness issues may stir the church for a short time, but only two things 
in the church really cause long term panic:  Running out of coffee and evangelism.  We have coffee, so 
let us look at evangelism.  In our church it is a four-letter word that is used carefully in mixed company 
for fear that the bishop will be informed of our indiscretion.  I would rather have real four-letter words 
showered upon me, than have to knock on a stranger's door and tell them that we have a marvelous 
friend in Jesus Christ and that His presence is freely available in our local Episcopal church.   

And yet, Paul tells us that we are Christ’s ambassadors.   Not just the clergy, certainly not just the slick 
television evangelists, nor even just the church planters.  As uncomfortable as it might make us feel, we 
are the ambassadors – the ones who must carry the message of love, hope and peace to the world and 
to our neighbor.   We were reconciled by Jesus to God.  Paul tells us that we are to use that changed 
relationship to work for the reconciliation of people to one another.  Being reconciled to God is the easy 
part, Jesus did all of the work!  He left us the task of bringing harmony and peace to the people and 
institutions of the world in the here and now.  In case, you haven’t noticed, we have not done too well 
with that task!   

Before we jump to the job of knocking on doors and handing out leaflets, perhaps we should look at 
what reconciliation entails.  The prime reconciliation is of humankind to God.  That is a freely done gift 
of grace given to us by the Jesus we celebrate and remember during this Lenten season.  There are 
several other reconciliations that merit our consideration.   

The first of these is the reconciliation of one’s self.   There is a bit of folk wisdom that captures the need 
for this self-reconciliation rather well.  “You are your own worst enemy.”  Isn’t it interesting that God 
forgives us our sins, but we often do not forgive ourselves.  The hurts we have inflicted upon other 
people, the things we should have done, but didn't do, the words we said that were better left unsaid.  
For some of us, those things make so much psychological noise that they drown out all of the good and 
positive things that one has accomplished.   I have worked with college students who felt responsible for 
their parent's divorces, veterans who have spent much of their adulthood reliving battlefield 
experiences, and executives who so internalized decision-making stress that they were ill, both 
physically and mentally.   

It is difficult to bring the reconciling love of God to your neighbors if you still hate parts of yourself.  We 
all have our own dark places.  God’s grace illuminates that darkness and removes it from our spiritual 
consciousness.  We need to accept that light and move on in our lives. Sometimes we use past mistakes 
to justify taking no action, even when action is called for.  These psychological sunk costs are debilitating 
but, with God’s help, can be overcome.  The first person with whom you need to share God’s love, is 
yourself.  That love is a healing love that can make you God’s ambassador, not in a passive, Sunday 
school story way, but in an action oriented here and now way. 



A reconciliation for which you are truly held responsible is the reconciliation within our social 
relations.   Remember when Jesus was asked which commandment was the most important?  He 
answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.  The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no Commandment 
greater than these.”  (Mark: 12:30-31).  And everyone is our neighbor.  Occasionally it is really 
inconvenient being a Christian.  I now live in a nice subdivision – it is easy to love my neighbors, although 
I rarely talk about the Episcopal church with them.  I have also lived in urban inner-city neighborhoods 
and found my ability to love my neighbors frequently put to the test.  I realized that my unconscious 
enjoyment of white privilege was not going to work.  I learned that I was far better off relying on Jesus' 
privilege, rather than white privilege.  I lived in the midst of Muslims, Jews, weird Christain groups, and 
non-believers.   Jesus’   commandment of love allowed me to act out reconciliation instead of preaching 
it.   

In modern society we tend to encounter social relations in large, complex groups, called 
institutions.  This makes Christians deal with the difficult problems associated with Civic reconciliation.  
How do we practice bringing peace and love to institutions?  While organizations are made up of 
humans, they do take on a life of their own.  They have their own culture, their own view of morality 
and frequently their own language.  In a secular society we can’t convert them.  Even though I am sure 
that if every organization was an Episcopal organization society would be much improved.  Of course, 
my Baptist friends and others might disagree.  What we can do is to let our personal conduct allow the 
love of Christ to illuminate the workings of the institution, whether that be work place, government or 
some other institution.  With tribalism rife in our own country, we might be well advised to bring the 
healing power of reconciliation to bear on institutional culture.  If a reconciled culture of inclusiveness 
and love cannot be brought to our civic institutions our grandchildren may well face the fate of Ukraine.   

Reconciliation, is an on-going work of love and peace.  It reminds us that evangelism without 
reconciliation is simply self-promotion.  With God’s help let us go forth to reconcile ourselves, our 
neighbors and the nations of the world.      Amen. 


