Psalm 85:10 &11 Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up from the earth and righteousness shall look down from heaven.”
Mercy – Truth – Righteousness – Peace: The Psalmist’s Path to a Godly Life
Questing for a godly life: As Christians we all strive to lead a godly life – however one may define it. We
all define it a bit differently. Some of us might emphasize obedience, others discipline, some as service
to others, all with love as the core. And our definitions will vary over time depending on our life
experiences and personal outlook. The ancient Buddhist saying “there are many paths to the mountain
top,” is certainly applicable. The mountain top being God. Some of us talk of the way to the mountain
top, but never get around to taking the journey seriously – we don’t walk the talk. Others, and I number
myself among them, begin the walk, but then find many interesting side trips and diversions. These may
occupy most of our lives. They're not necessarily, bad diversions, but they always are distractions.
Albeit, distractions that may be godly paths in and of themselves. Certainly, family life may be a
diversion, but it is one that still manages to take us closer to the God-experience.
Mercy: That we do all experience diversions from our walk to godliness, helps us to understand why
the psalmist choose mercy as his first component of the path to a godly life. You may well be
exceptional, but as for me, I do not want justice, I want mercy! The kind of New Testament mercy that
always is forgiving and welcoming me back to the Christian family. Of course, if it is mercy that I want
from God, it is mercy that I must give to others. Whether children, political figures, or plain old
transgressors of every stripe, it is mercy that must ultimately govern our relationship to others. With
God’s loving strength, this is possible.
Righteousness: A second component of the Psalmist path is righteousness. The Old Testament
meaning is a promise by God to always honor His covenant with Israel. In today’s terms we usually think
of righteous as meaning morally right or justifiable. Biblically, righteousness is linked to mercy. In
human terms this means that the moral action of other people must be judged through the lens of
mercy. If you don’t view your neighbors' actions with mercy, then you are self-righteous. You are a selfappointed god who judges the morality of the actions of other people. Most of us at some time, have
wished we had the power to effect profound change in some person or consign them to a good Old
Testament hell-fire and damnation existence. Self-righteousness is such a temptation! Mercy! We need
to remember that the mercy we need, is the mercy we give.
Truth: The element of the pathway to godly living that we frequently don’t understand is truth. The
Psalmist gives us an important key to knowing truth. He says “truth shall spring up from the earth.”
Wow, truth is not God or Zeus hurtling lightning bolts of truth to earth. Truth is not metaphysical, nor is
it a human made invention or declaration of fact. Instead, truth is a natural phenomenon. Truth, in the
physical world, is springing up from the earth and we are all engaged in a voyage of discovery using the
good ship science as our base. In the time of the Old Testament, no distinction was usually made
between the physical and the spiritual world. Science did not exist, except is a most rudimentary form.
Today, we have much more nuanced views of the complex relationship of science and spirituality. Still,
it is well to remember that God gave us the earth and science is the tool we use to explore it. How
much a role exists for the spiritual exploration of our moral space is a choice of individual faith.
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Peace: On the building of his pathway to a godly life, the Psalmist tells us that “righteousness and
peace have kissed each other.” He is telling us that peace is morally right. If we desire peace, on any
level, we must find a moral ground. Peace in the family? Look for the moral basis of that family. What
are the truths that create or influence family morals? Are resources so limited in that family that any
form of morality is difficult to achieve? What morality links individuals together in community and
communities to nations and nations to one another? Are we really our brother’s keeper? If so, does this
mean that we must share resources with our brothers? Ouch! Is sacrifice a part of our moral
righteousness?
Conclusion: Almost three thousand years ago a psalmist was concerned with the pathway to a godly
life. Interesting the he linked mercy, truth, righteousness and peace. On reflection, most of us would
probably agree with the psalmist. We might add a different stone or two to the pathway’s construction.
But, the love of Jesus would help us find the love of human kind to bring us hope and resolve. The
pathway towards a godly life is always a work in progress. Let us not fix our souls to past failures, past
diversions from the godly path, but relish the joy or mercy and redemption. Amen.

