
DIOCESAN STAFF WELCOMES NEW ARCHDEACON 
| JAN. 15 | CURRENT NEWSFROM THE BISHOPS 
From: The Rt. Rev. David Reed 
 
To: the People and Congregations of the Diocese of West Texas 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce that the Rev. Mike Besson of Missouri City, Texas, has 
accepted my call to serve as Archdeacon of the Diocese of West Texas. He will join us in the 
mission and ministries of the Diocese in mid-March. Mike’s introduction of himself and his family 
is below. 
 
Mike’s primary areas of responsibility will be clergy deployment, support for congregations in 
transition and support for church planting. But, he will also be engaged in many other areas of 
diocesan work. 
 
This significant position has been vacant since the departure of Canon Joann Saylors in June 
2016. However, retired Canon Ed Dohoney and retired Archdeacon Don Lee both have given 
very generously of their time and talent in the lengthy interim period. I am very grateful to them 
and for their example of faithful service. 
 
Please welcome Mike, Ellen and Lorenzo into the clergy family of West Texas and into mission 
and ministry with us all. 
 
Bishop David Reed 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Letter From the Rev. Mike Besson 

 
Greetings in the name of the Lord! Allow me to introduce myself: my name is Mike Besson; 
Bishop Reed has graciously extended me the call to join the Diocesan staff as the Archdeacon 
for the Diocese of West Texas; and I have enthusiastically accepted. 
 
I am humbled and honored beyond words to join the team and to become a part of an amazing 
Diocese. I was ordained to the priesthood in 2004 in the Diocese of Texas and have served in 
three congregations. I served as curate at Good Shepherd in Tomball, Texas for just over a 
year, as rector of St. John’s LaPorte for almost 5-years, and as rector of St. Catherine’s in 
Sienna Plantation, just south of Houston, for 8-years. I have served on the board of the St. 
Luke’s Health System, on the Standing Committee of the Diocese, and have organized both 
short- and long-term community relief efforts following Hurricane Ike and Hurricane Harvey. 
 
In my 14-years as a priest in the Episcopal Church, I have grown to love and adore parish 
ministry and I have said more times than I can count that I would never leave it. However, after 
speaking to Bishop Reed on several occasions, and then coming to San Antonio to meet the 
staff and to see the work that is happening here, I knew that if the call was extended that we 
would accept it. Leaving a church and a ministry that we love has been hard, but at the same 
time, we are coming with great enthusiasm and we cannot wait to meet you and to work with 
you! 
 
I am not the only one coming to San Antonio with a sense of enthusiasm. Ellen, my wife of 
28-years, and our 11-year old son Lorenzo are coming with equal amounts of excitement. Yes, 
they are looking forward to the new adventures that await us in the church, but Ellen was “all in” 
when she found out that HEB is headquartered in San Antonio and Lorenzo was convinced that 
God was calling us here when he learned that Fiesta Texas would now be about 3-hours closer 
than it is now. Needless to say, we are ready. 
 
I am personally looking forward to this incredible work. I have a deep love for the church and its 
people. I understand the joys and the challenges that come with being a parish priest and I look 
forward to working with the clergy of the Diocese in doing everything I can to help them in their 



work. I also look forward to meeting our clergy and learning as much as I can from them as well. 
To sum it up, I say to the clergy of the Diocese of West Texas, I am here for you. 
 
I also know that when congregations move into seasons of transition, it can be an anxious time 
that is filled with uncertainty. I look forward to working with you in those seasons, lay and clergy, 
to make the transitions as smooth as they can possibly be. Again, to the congregations that are 
currently in, or will one day move into those seasons, I am here for you. 
 
There will be other “responsibilities” that will come with this new call; one of them is working with 
new church plants. How exciting! New congregations that are about to begin their new life 
together and to begin their visioning together in discerning how they will share the Gospel to the 
communities around them! That promises to be profoundly special work!I could go on and on 
about this new call to the Diocese of West Texas, but for now, there are a couple of things I 
want you to know. I have a passion for preaching; if you need someone to come and preach on 
a Sunday don’t hesitate to call! We’d love to meet you! Second, we are Houston Astros fanatics, 
we split our loyalty between the Houston Texans and the New Orleans Saints, and we pray they 
never play each other in the Super Bowl. Ellen is a HUGE Georgia Bulldog fan, I am a HUGE 
Auburn Tiger fan, and Lorenzo pulls for whoever happens to be good that year. I love working 
out, Ellen loves to cook (which is why I have to work out) and Lorenzo loves basketball (his 
favorite team is the Boston Celtics, while I am coming with my Spurs shirt ready and waiting). 
We all love Mexican Food (hello San Antonio!) and we adore the Hill Country as we have spent 
much time at Canyon Lake, Concan for the Frio, Fredericksburg, and Utopia. It will be nice to 
have all those places so much closer to home. 
 
Ellen was born in Albany, Georgia. I am from Beaumont, Texas, and Lorenzo, our adopted son, 
was born in College Station. Now, we are ready to make our home in San Antonio. We thank 
God for this opportunity, and we look forward to beginning the next chapter of our lives with you. 
Thank you so much for the sacred trust; I can’t wait to see what God has in store. 
 
If what I hear and see is any indication, the sky is the limit for the Diocese of West Texas and all 
things really are possible. Thank you again for the invitation to join you in your work, I am 
humbled and I am honored beyond words. 
 
See you soon!!!! 
 
The Rev. Mike Besson 


